Physical Properties
Center 3 Instructions




NPES Panther Pete Science Lab – Kindergarten  


	Center 3:  Weight

	Purpose:   To teach students how to use a balance scale to compare the weight of different objects.

Say:  At this station, we are going to learn to use a balance scale to weigh things and see which weighs more!  We are going to work together as a group.
Show:  Demonstrate the use of the scale by using the small metal weights that came with the scale to help students understand how a balance scale works.  Place one weight in one pan, and two in the other. 

Discuss:  the side with two weights is heavier, and the scale tilts down on that side.  What happens if two weights are placed on each side?

Show:  Place an additional weight on the scale so that both sides have two, and discuss how the scale is now balanced because the weights are the same.  Add an additional weight to each side and discuss how the scale remains balanced, but if one weight is removed from one side, the scale will tilt down on the heavier side.

Show the students the pairs of items to be weighed:

· A small ball of Playdoh vs. a similarly sized ball of clay

· A bag of feathers vs. small heavy weight

· Softball vs. baseball

· Golf ball vs. Styrofoam ball

· Plastic toy truck vs. a metal toy truck

· Plastic spoon vs. metal spoon

Activity: Which weighs more?

Each student can weigh one set of items.  

Ask:  Just by looking, which do you think will weigh more?  Allow student to guess.  

Have student pick up the objects.

Ask:  Now which do you think weighs more?  Allow student to guess.

Now assist student in weighing each item and determining which of the pair of items weighs more.  

As time allows, students can trade pairs of items, or mix up the items into different pairs.

Ask:  Does the biggest thing always weigh more?  No!













